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Instructions to authors
Aims and scope
Journal of Rock Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering (JRMGE) is a 
bimonthly journal focused on the latest research achievements in rock 
mechanics and geotechnical engineering, and provides an opportunity 
for colleagues from all over the world to understand the current 
developments in rock mechanics and geotechnical engineering.
The scope of articles includes new theories, new technologies, 
new methods and experience, in-situ and laboratory tests, new 
developments, and timely reviews on selected subjects in rock 
mechanics and geotechnical engineering in China and overseas. 
Articles should contain original data and facts that support the 
conclusions. Manuscripts should conform to the format guidelines 
set out below.
Submission of papers
From 2013, JRMGE starts cooperation with Elsevier. The entire 
submission and review process for the JRMGE is handled electronically, 
which shortens publication time. All papers should be submitted 
through http://ees.elsevier.com/jrmge or http://www.rockgeotech.
org. All correspondence between editor and author is performed 
by e-mail, and paper copies are not required. Authors submit their 
articles online simply by registering, logging-in, and submitting.
Submission language: English (link to the Oxford English Dictionary 
http://dictionary.oed.com/entrance.dtl)
Corresponding author: Clearly indicate who is willing to handle 
correspondence at all stages of refereeing and publication, also post-
publication. Ensure that telephone and fax numbers (with country 
and area code) are provided in addition to the e-mail address and the 
complete postal address. Full postal addresses must be given for all 
co-authors. Please consult a recent journal paper for style if possible.
Original material: Submission of an article implies that the work 
described has not been published previously (except in the form 
of an abstract or as part of a published lecture or academic thesis), 
that it is not under consideration for publication elsewhere, that its 
publication is approved by all authors and that, if accepted, it will not 
be published elsewhere in the same form, in English or in any other 
language, without the written consent of the publisher.
Upon acceptance of an article, authors will be asked to sign a “Journal 
Publishing Agreement” (for more information on this and copyright 
see http://www.rockgeotech.org). Acceptance of the agreement will 
ensure the widest possible dissemination of information. An e-mail 
(or letter) will be sent to the corresponding author conﬁ rming receipt 
of the manuscript together with a “Journal Publishing Agreement” 
form or a link to the online version of this agreement. 
If excerpts from other copyrighted works are included, the author(s) 
must obtain written permission from the copyright owners and 
credit the source(s) in the article. 
Editor’s requirements
All submissions will be reviewed by referees selected by the editorial 
board. The decision of acceptance or rejection of a manuscript is 
made by the editorial board based on the referees’ reports. The 
entire review process may take 60 to 90 days, and the editorial oﬃ  ce 
will inform the author(s) of the decision as soon as the process is 
completed. If the editorial board fails to make a decision within 
90 days, it is up to author(s) to decide whether they would withdraw 
their paper and submit it elsewhere. On acceptance, contributions 
are subject to editorial amendment to suit house style. When a 
manuscript is returned for revision prior to ﬁ nal acceptance, the 
revised version must be submitted within two months after the 
author’s receipt of the referees’ reports. Papers essentially of an 
advertising nature will not be accepted.
The editor reserves the right to return, prior to refereeing, any 
manuscripts which do not conform to the instructions for manuscript 
preparation and artwork instruction, as well as papers which do not 
ﬁ t the scope of the journal.
Author benefits
The ﬁ rst-named author or the corresponding author will receive one 
free copy of the current issue, and have one-year free access to the 
electronic journal. 
The journal is abstracted or indexed in Chinese National Knowledge 
Infrastructure (CNKI), Wanfang Data Information Site, and other 
Information Sites.
Copyrights
The author must sign a Copyright Transfer Agreement, transferring 
copyright of the article from the author to the owner of the journal 
before the paper can be published.
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